
16
>

NEW DELHI | TUESDAY, 18 MARCH 2025

BHAVINI MISHRA
New Delhi, 17 March

The Delhi High Court on
Mondayrefusedtogrant the
GMR Group-led Delhi

International Airport Limited
(DIAL)anyinterimreliefonitsplea
challenging the operation of com-
mercial flights fromHindonairport
in Ghaziabad. The court, however,
agreed to hear DIAL’s plea and
sought a response fromthe central
government and the Airports
Authorityof India (AAI)withintwo
weeks. The case will next be heard
at the endofMarch.

DIAL,whichrunsIndiraGandhi
InternationalAirport (IGIA) inNew
Delhi, is a joint venture, formed as
a consortium between GMR
AirportsLimited (64per cent),AAI
(26 per cent), and Fraport AG
Frankfurt Airport Services
Worldwide (10per cent).

Senior advocate Maninder
Singh, who appeared for DIAL,
arguedthat theCentre’sdecisionto
commence flight operations from
anairportwithinanaerialdistance
of 150kilometres of IGI airportwas
in violation of the aviation policy
and the “state support agreement”
between them. He said unless IGI
airportreacheditssaturation, there
wasanobligationontheauthorities

to ensure no other airport was
allowed to operate near it, as it
would make the former unviable.

In its response, the central gov-
ernment said that stopping com-
mercial flights that currentlyoper-
ate from Hindon airport would
impact thepassengers, and there-
fore shouldbeallowed tocontinue
fornow.TheGhaziabad-basedair-
port operatesover 120commercial
flights weekly, the Centre
informed the court.

Monday’s plea is the third time
DIALhasmovedagainst theUnion
governmentwith a similar plea.

In 2023, DIAL had withdrawn
its first plea, saying it needed to

add certain facts to its plea. A sec-
ond plea with similar prayer was
also withdrawn by the company
in January 2025 as DIAL told the
court it wanted the ‘liberty to
make representation to theCentre
and the AAI.

GMRdidnotrespondtoqueries
seeking its response on the two
instances of it withdrawing the
pleas moved before the Delhi HC.

DIAL filed the latest plea in
January 2024, saying the Centre’s
October 2023 decision to expand
Hindon’s operations was “unfair,
arbitrary, and commercially
unfeasible”.

(With inputs fromPTI)

DIAL cries foul over
flight ops from Hindon PUJADAS

NewDelhi, 17March

As the country gears up for yet
another scorching summer, the
National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) is planning to
comeupwith300moreheataction
plans (HAPs) at the city level, a
senior official said onMonday.

Heatwaves kicked off by
February-end,sooner thanexpect-
ed, this year, with temperatures
soaring above 40°C in states like
Jharkhand, Maharashtra,
Karnataka,Telangana,WestBengal
and Odisha. Heatwaves are antici-
pated to continue in these regions
till Tuesday.

During the next four-five days,
Northwest India isalso likely tosee
agradualriseofabout3-5°Cinmax-
imum temperatures, the India
Meteorological Department (IMD)
said onMonday.

“NDMA and the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) have been
pushing for the creation of HAPs.

Nearly 200 such plans have been
finalised in India at the city level.
We are now trying to scale it up to
another 300,” Safi Ahsan Rizvi,
advisor at the NDMA, said at the
Global Heat and Cooling Forum
conference.

HAPs are standard operating
procedures (SOPs) which states/c-
ities/municipal bodies need to fol-
low to tackle heat-related impacts.

TheHAP is a frameworkdevel-
oped by governments to prepare

for, respond to, and recover from
extreme heat events, aiming at
reducing the effects on public
health and infrastructure.

Theseplansmay include emer-
gency response activities, long-
term heat preparedness and cool-
ing interventions across sectors.

States aremandated to develop
andimplement ‘heatHAPs’ forpre-
vention of heat-induced diseases.
But most do not go beyond stan-
dard advisory on heat prevention.

Rizvi added, “Once theseHAPs
are in place, the big job for all of us
starts—howtopushit through.So,
getting thedistrictmagistrates ori-
entedandbringingtheHAPsdown
from government paper are the
basic tasks that NDMA has taken
uponitselfover thenext fewyears.”

The earth sciences ministry,
last year, informed Parliament
that the 15thFinanceCommission
did not find much merit in
the request to expand the scopeof
disasters eligible for financial
assistance.

Hence, extreme heat is not yet
considered a natural disaster or
calamityeligibleforassistance.The
ministry also said that heatwave
deaths are falling due to better
weather predictionby the IMD.

According to aUNreport, India
reported as many as 40,000 cases
of suspected heat strokes and over
100 deaths till mid-June last year
whentemperaturesshotuptonear-
ly 50°C, especially in East and
Northwest regions.

Isro Kulasekarapattinam spaceport
to see first SSLV launch in 2027
The Kulasekarapattinam spaceport in
TamilNadu’sThoothukudidistrict, the
secondlaunchcomplex for Isrooutside
Andhra Pradesh, will see the maiden
launchwith the Small Satellite Launch
Vehicle (SSLV) in24months,Chairman
of the space agency V Narayanan said
onMonday.

The Indian Space
Research Organisation (Isro)
SSLV will primarily support
polar launches of up to 500
kg, with Indian industry
involved in its production.

“All facilitieswill be com-
missioned for launch in 24
months. The first launch will take
place in two years. Don’t think it will
be literally small in size. Itwill bea500
kg satellite," Narayanan told reporters
after inauguratinganewresearchcen-
tre at the Indian Institute of
TechnologyMadras - ‘SRamakrishnan
Centre of Excellence for Research in
Fluid and Thermal Science (ISRO-
IITM).’ Named after the former direc-
tor of Isro’s Vikram Sarabhai Space

Centre and a distinguished alumnus
of IITMadras, the Centre inaugurated
in the presence of IIT-Madras director
Prof V Kamakoti, will support
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ initiatives, pro-
moting self-reliance inadvancedspace
technologies and attract global talent

and research funding.
“This will position India

as a leader in thermal scien-
ces research for space appli-
cations,” theIITMadrassaid.

Narayanan said the
Centre would contribute
immensely for thecountry’s
development. “Whether it is

rocket launch vehicle, or satellite, ther-
malandfluidflowplaysaveryvital role,
especially onhow tohandle theheat or
thermal energy which is generated,”
Narayanan said.

During this year, Isro has planned a
series of launches, including GSLV, a
commercial satellite from the US, and
unmannedtestmissionwithhumanoid
as part of the Gaganyaan mission,
Narayanan said. PTI

Isro SSLV will
primarily support
polar launches of
up to 500 kg, with
Indian industry
involved in its
production

HEAT HAZARDS
nNearly200HAPshavebeen
finalisedinIndiaatthecity level

n AccordingtoaUNreport, India
reported40,000casesofheat
strokesandover100deathstill
mid-Junelastyear

nAccordingtotheMetbureau
data, it recorded536heatwave
daysduringsummerof2024

RCS CHATS COMING
TO INDIAN iPHONES
AppleisreportedlyintalkswithGoogleto
bringcross-platformsupportforRich
CommunicationServices(RCS)messaging
inIndia.Accordingtoamediareport,
thiscollaborationcouldenableApple’s
iMessagetoworkwithRCSprotocols,
improvingcommunicationbetweeniOS
andAndroiddevices.RCSmessages
functionovertheinternetandoffer
featuressuchasreadreceipts

[ TECH DIGEST ]

HP launches EliteBook AI laptops
HPhasunveiledanewseriesof AI-poweredbusiness
laptopsdesigned forprofessionals. The line-up
features theEliteBookUltraG1i 14-inch, EliteBookXG1i
14-inch,andEliteBookXG1i Flip 14-inchmodels, all
poweredby Intel CoreUltraprocessors. Additionally, an
EliteBookXG1a 14-inchvariant is availablewithAMD
Ryzenprocessors. Priced from~2,21,723onwards, the
laptops canbepurchased through theHPOnlineStore.

mybs.in/tech

PM joins Truth Social after Trump’s Fridman podcast post
PrimeMinisterNarendraModihas
joined Truth Social, the social
media platform owned by US
PresidentDonaldTrump.

Expressing his enthusiasm in
his first post, PM Modi said,
“Delighted to be on Truth Social!
Lookingforwardtointeractingwith
all the passionate voices here and
engaging inmeaningful conversa-
tions in the times to come.”

Hisdecisionto jointheplatform
coincided with Trump sharing
Modi’s recent three-hour podcast
interviewwithUS-basedpodcaster
and AI researcher Lex Fridman.

Thepost,madeonMonday(March
17)morning (India time), has been
interpretedasashowofsupport for
the Indian leader.

PM Modi and Trump share a
cordialrelationship,havingmetlast
monthduringthePrimeMinister’s
visit to the White House. During
theirconversation,Trumpreferred
toPMModiasa“toughnegotiator”.

InhisdiscussionwithFridman,
Modi spoke about his bond with
Trump,praisinghis“humility”and
“resilience.” He also said that
Trump appears “far more pre-
pared” for leadership compared to

his first term inoffice.
PM Modi also referenced the

assassination attempt on Trump
during last year’s election cam-
paign, noting that despite the
attack, the two-time US President
remained steadfast in his commit-
ment to the country.

“He has always prioritised his
nation. His approach reflects the
‘America First’ philosophy, just as
I firmly believe in putting India
first. This shared outlook is what
strengthens our connection,” PM
Modi said in the podcast conver-
sation. BS REPORTER

Asmercurysoars,NDMAreadies
300heatactionplans forcities

CASE FILE
nDelhiHC seeks response
fromcentral government,
Airports Authorityof India

nDIALalleges Centrehas
breached theaviationpolicy

byallowingoperationof
commercial flights from
Hindonairport inGhaziabad

nCentre says stopping
commercial flights from
theairportwould impact
passengers

DelhiHCrefusestogrant interimrelief,butagreestohearplea
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