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DraftbroadcastingBill threatens
creative freedom, warn experts
Sayproposeduniformcontentregulationrisks ‘standardising’contentacrossplatforms

Dabur is planning to set up a
newfactory in south India in
less than a year’s time, as its
businessscales in theregion,
according to its chief execu-
tive officer Mohit Malhotra.

Dabur,whichnowgets20
per cent of its domestic sales
from south India with its
business there doubling in
the last 5-6 years, is identify-
ing gaps and usages to
launchproducts customised
to themarkets,he toldPTI in
an interview. The company,
having 13 manufacturing
units across the country, is
augmenting its capacity fur-
ther tomeet thedemandand
is diversifying its manufac-
turing activities by adding
new lines, he added. PTI
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The government’s proposed changes to broad-
casting regulations could potentially impede
creative expression and restrict freedom of

speech, according to experts. The draft Broadcasting
Services (Regulation) Bill, 2023, which was released
lastweekforpublicconsultation,seekstoenforcegov-
ernment-mandated programming and advertising
rules on broadcasting platforms, including over-the-
top (OTT) services.

RanjanaAdhikari,partnerat IndusLaw,expressed
concernsthatsubjectingcreativemedia,suchasOTT,
to government-prescribed programme and advertis-
ing codes could “stifle creativity and have a chilling
effectonthecherishedfreedomofspeechandexpres-
sion”. She also noted that the heavy compliance bur-
den proposed in the draft Bill could overshadow the
continuation of the self-regulatory mechanism for
compliancemonitoring andgrievance redress.

The draft Bill proposes the setting up of Content
Evaluation Committees (CECs) and a Broadcast
Advisory Council (BAC) to oversee content.
However, experts believe the requirements under
the proposed regulation to set up CECs under the

government-prescribed criteria to self-certify every
content is likely to pose significant hurdles to the
ease of doing business for OTTs. Adhikari further
said: “Inaddition tooriginaldomestic content,most
OTT platforms license content from abroad.
Subjectingeach suchcreative content toCECscruti-
ny will impose burdens on the OTT platforms and
impact user experience.”

AccordingtothedraftBill, aBACwilloverseecon-
tent at the third tier of theproposed regulatory struc-
ture. Though theBACwouldhave amajority of inde-
pendentdomainexperts, itwouldstill beanadvisory

body. The ultimate decision in the event of a breach
of the codes shall rest with the central government.

“TheconsultativenatureofBACmayposeapoten-
tial threat to free speech, especially because thedraft
Bill seeks to extend its jurisdiction to include digital
news,”Adhikari explained.

Furthermore, theproposeduniformcontent reg-
ulation risks “standardising” content across plat-
forms, leading creators towards broadly appealing
themes to meet compliance, risking the diversity
and creativity currently seen, said Shruti Shreya,
senior programmemanager, TheDialogue.

ON THE ANVIL
>ThedraftBillaimstocreatea
consolidatedlegal framework
forthebroadcastingsector,
includingOTTplayers

>Ultimatedecision
incaseofabreach
restswiththegovt

>Theregulationsmayimpose
hurdlesontheeaseofdoing
businessforOTTs,sayexperts

>ABroadcastAdvisoryCouncil (BAC) tooversee
contentatthethirdtierof theregulatorystructure

>Itproposes
settingupof
contentevaluation
committees

Hinduja Group flagship firm Ashok Leyland
iskeen toget external investments for its elec-
tric vehicle armSwitchMobilitybutonly from
‘the right strategicpartner’, and itwill not shy
away from investing on its own till such an
ally is found, according to its Managing
Director and Chief Executive Officer

ShenuAgarwal.
While Switch India is likely tobe cashneu-

tral or cashpositivegoing forward,onanoper-
ating level at least, for Switch UK somemore
investments may be required in FY25, with
the European and UKmarkets still not going
that strong, he told analysts. PTI
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